A TRAVELERS" HOME

Each spring and summer, these gourds are a flurry
of activity as purple martins nest in them.
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Native Americans made the first purple martin homes centuries A female (left) and male perch on their e The birds need a substantial water source

ago—possibly due to the birds’ diet of flying insects. specially-designed home. These gourds . -
only allow purple martins to enter— nearby (nOt JUSt d blrd bath)

thwarting competitors like non-native
house sparrows and starlings.

Bellevue’s gourds are surrounded by wide-
open meadows and a nearby pond—perfect
real estate for purple martins.

These gourds were donated by Charles Shattuck of Wild Birds Unlimited.
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